
Highland Schools Substitute Levy Q&A

1. What did the 5.1 mill levy bring in the first year of collection?
Consistent with the May 2011 ballot language, the Medina County Auditor set the rate
for the 5.1 mill emergency levy to generate approximately $4.6 million in calendar year
2012.

2. Will the substitute levy bring in about the same amount?
Yes, the substitute levy is structured to generate the same amount for the first year of
collection and then provides the opportunity for additional revenue beyond year one as
new residential and commercial construction occurs.

3. What will the substitute levy cost per $100,000 home value?
Homeowners will pay less than they do now with the current 5.1 mill levy. Per
$100,000 of home value, homeowners currently pay $156 a year. With the substitute
levy, that amount would be reduced to $144 annually. Why? Because the district’s total
tax base has increased from $960 million to $993 million. When taxable values
increase, a lower tax rate is required to generate the specified total collection amount
of approximately $4.6 million. As a result, the Medina County Auditor set the rate at a
lower amount, which accounts for the decrease.

4. Is it correct to assume that since the substitute levy will allow for additional revenue for
new residential and business construction, the amount of collection from each current
homeowner and/or business owner will remain the same each year as what they paid
the first year of collection?
Generally speaking yes, but it would ultimately depend on the value of your home or
business.

5. What percentage of the district’s operating budget will the substitute levy represent?
The substitute levy represents approximately 15% of the district’s operating budget.

6. What will happen if the substitute levy fails?
If the levy does not pass in May, the district will place the issue on the August 2021
ballot. Highland Schools has a long history of passing renewals in the district, and
since this is not a new tax, our hope is that the substitute levy would pass as well. The
current 5.1 mill, 10-year emergency levy (passed in 2011) expires on December 31,
2021. If the substitute levy does not pass, the district would have to consider cuts or
reductions. Like a renewal, the substitute levy funds educational basics including
teachers, classroom materials, support services and utilities to help educate all
students.

7. Where does the Highland School District rank academically in Ohio? Other notable
rankings?
The Highland Local School District consistently ranks as one of the top
academic school districts in the State of Ohio (Top 5%). On the latest State



Report Card, Highland is one of only 31 school districts in the state to earn an overall
letter grade of “A.” Additionally the district is ranked 23rd overall in the state in the
Performance Index Score (which is a measure of all students’ achievement levels).

Highland High School Ranked 36th in State (Top 3.9%) by U.S. News & World
Report: According to the 2020 U.S. News & World Report Best High Schools
Rankings released on April 21, 2020, Highland High School is ranked 13th out of 129
high schools in the Cleveland Metro area, 36th among Ohio’s 902 high schools and
1,013th out of 17,792 high schools nationally. U.S. News evaluated over 24,000 public
high schools nationwide, with more than 17,000 schools ranked. The highest ranked
public schools are those whose attendees demonstrated outstanding outcomes above
expectations in math and reading state assessments, passed a diverse array of
college-level exams and graduated in high proportions. “To be recognized as one of
the top 13 high schools in Northeast Ohio and to be in the top 3.9% statewide is a
great accomplishment not only for Highland High School but for the entire district and
community,” stated Highland Superintendent Catherine Aukerman. “We are certainly
proud to be recognized as one of the best and have continued to climb steadily in the
rankings each year. Last year, we were ranked 40th among Ohio high schools and
17th in Northeast Ohio. We recognize that this is truly a team effort and without the
strong academic foundation that is provided to our students at the elementary schools
and middle school, and without the support of families at home, this recognition at the
high school level would not be possible."

District Receives State Award for Excellent Financial Record Keeping:
A recent financial audit of the Highland Local School District by Auditor of State Keith
Faber's office has returned a clean audit report. The district’s excellent record keeping
has again earned it the Auditor of State Award with Distinction. The award was
presented to the district on March 24, 2021. Entities that receive the award meet the
following criteria of a “clean” audit report:
The entity must file timely financial reports with the Auditor of State’s office in the form
of a CAFR (Comprehensive Annual Financial Report); The audit report does not
contain any findings for recovery, material citations, material weaknesses, significant
deficiencies, Single Audit findings or questioned costs; The entity’s management letter
contains no comments related to: ethics referrals, questioned costs less than $10,000,
lack of timely report submission, bank reconciliation issues, failure to obtain a timely
Single Audit, findings for recovery less than $500, and public meetings or public
records; and no other financial or other concerns exist.

8. How much state and federal funding does the Highland District receive and is that
likely to increase or decrease in the coming years?
Because Highland is considered a high wealth district, state and federal funding are
not significant revenue sources. Property taxes and related reimbursements account
for over 80% of the District’s operating revenues. Increased future state funding is
highly unlikely. The same can be said for federal funding.



9. If the substitute levy is approved, when would the district likely need additional funds
or renewal of any other older levies?
We have been consistent in telling our community that we will need to pass both this
levy and an operating levy in the coming years. The exact timing will depend on
several variables such as possible state funding cuts, changes to the funding formula
and/or increased expenses due to growth in enrollment.

10. Can the district use school funds to promote/inform residents of the substitute levy
being on the ballot and how much is the cost just to place this issue on the ballot?
No, the district is not permitted to use general fund dollars to promote the levy. The
district established the Highland Pride Committee, which is a separate entity, to
promote our levy campaigns. Money is raised privately through donations, and those
funds are used for mailings and marketing promotion. The school district does not pay
for marketing in any way. For the May 2011 ballot, the District’s election expenses
totaled $15,162.22, which was charged back by the County. We won’t likely know the
cost for the 2021 ballot until a few months after the May 4 election.

11. How does having to go back every few years to ask for renewal or additional funds
affect the operation of the district?
The process and promotion of a levy is very time consuming, expensive and
oftentimes creates confusion for some taxpayers. Every time Highland is on the ballot,
taxpayers believe that the district is asking for new money -- and that is simply not
true.  As in the case with the substitute levy, it is NOT A NEW TAX and NOT A TAX
INCREASE. If the substitute levy passes, it will remain in effect on a continuous basis
– without expiring – and allow the district to better plan for the maintenance of
programs and services for all students. In addition, it saves the district money because
HLSD does not have to pay to place the levy on the ballot for voter approval every few
years.

12. Where can Highland residents find more information? www.highlandschools.org

http://www.highlandschools.org/

