
SALUTATORIAN 
MADISON LESS 

GPA: 4.541

OrganizatiOns:
Kiwanis Student of the Month Committee, 
Peer Leader, D.A.R.E. Role Model, National 
Honor Society, U.S. Youth Soccer (USYS) 
Olympic Development Program State & 
Regional Team, Ambassadors Football 

Club-USYS National League and USYS Midwest Regional League 
(MRL) Premier I Division, Varsity Soccer, Varsity Basketball.  
 
awards/schOlarships:
University of Cincinnati: Engineering and Applied Science Freshman 
Scholastic Award and Cincinnatus Century Scholarship, Women’s 
Soccer Athletic Scholarship, President’s Award for Educational 
Excellence, College AP Scholar Award, Highland Honorary Society, 
National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) Senior 
Excellence Award, Ohio Scholastic Soccer Coaches Association 
(OSSCA) All-State Division I 2nd Team and OSSCA Academic 
Excellence Award, Suburban League Scholar Athlete Award-Soccer 
and Basketball (4 years). HHS Varsity Soccer: Greater Akron 
(GASSCA) All-District Division I 1st Team, Suburban League All-
Conference 1st Team & American Division Player of the Year, All-
Medina County 1st Team, Team Captain, MVP and Defensive MVP.  
HHS Varsity Basketball: Women’s Tri-County Basketball Coaches 
Association (WTCBCA) Division I 2nd Team, Suburban League All-
Conference 2nd Team, Medina County Hoopla Senior High All-Star. 
Ambassadors Football Club: USYS National Championship Finalist, 
Region II Champions, OYSAN State Champions and Midwest Regional 
League Premier I Division Champions.   
 
cOllege attending: University of Cincinnati 
Madison is the daughter of Ron and Lorie Less of Hinckley Township. 

VALEDICTORIAN 
MOLLY O’DONNELL 

GPA: 4.609

OrganizatiOns:
Highland High School Orchestra Concert 
Master, Baldwin Wallace Senior Youth 
Orchestra, Highland Pit Orchestra, 
Medina Hospital Volunteer, Cleveland 

Clinic Student Researcher (Summer 2015): Neuroscience, National 
Honor Society Officer, Highland Science Club. 
 
awards/schOlarships:
Miami University’s Redhawk Eminence Scholarship (full tuition/
fees), Miami University’s University Academic Scholars’ Scholarship, 
Medina Hospital Jean Meyers Gift Gallery Scholarship, National 
Merit Commended, Presidential Scholars Nominee.
 
cOllege attending: Miami University
Molly is the daughter of Sean and Traci O’Donnell of Sharon 
Township.
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016!

MEET: 
Kai Hemery

2nd Grade, Hinckley Elementary

Highland Local Schools marks its 63rd Annual Commencement Ceremony at 11 a.m. on May 28 at E.J. Thomas Hall in Akron. This year’s 
class has 261 graduates, with 128 (that’s 49%!) having earned nearly $5 million in academic and/or athletic scholarships and 110 
earning an Honors diploma.

STACY COMER
KARIS COUREY
BRITTNEY CRANDALL
MAISON DEWALT
ABIGAIL DRAGICH
ALLISON ESKER
AMANDA FINUCANE
CHRISTIAN GERDING

GRACE GSELLMAN
GILLIAN HAGEN
COLLEEN HOYNES
SAMUEL JENKINS
VICTORIA KNYSZEK
NICOLE KOBAK
MARISOL LAMBERMONT
MICHAEL LIN

ALLYSSA NEHRENZ
ALLISON NICKELL
MIRANDA PAICH
JULIA SCHERLER
HANNAH STEIN
CARISSA TEMERSON
SARAH WELTON
JOSEPH WIENCEK

HIGHLAND’S TOP 10%



MAKING HEADLINES...

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dr. Norman Christopher, M.D.       Mike Houska  

Robert Kelly     Diane Thomas     Christopher Wolny       

CONTACT US
Administration Office     330-239-1901
3880 Ridge Road, Medina, Ohio 44256
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PAULUS CAPTURES TOP 
SPOT IN ESSAY CONTEST 
Congratulations to Highland Middle 
School 7th grader Lauren Paulus who 
won 1st place in her grade level in the 
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage’s Youth 
Speak Out (maltzmuseum.org/stop-the-
hate), “Stop the Hate” essay contest. 
This is an annual contest that celebrates 
Northeast Ohio students in grades 6-12 
who are committed to taking action to 

become agents of positive change. Youth Speak Out asks students 
to consider the impact their words and actions can have and 
encourages the next generation of leaders to take actions that 
will help create a more accepting and inclusive society. Since it 
launched eight years ago, Stop the Hate® has empowered nearly 
17,000 students to stand up for what they believe, awarding 
$700,000 in anti-bias awards and higher education scholarships. 
This contest is open to private, public, online and home-schooled 
students in grades 6-12 from surrounding counties. Lauren 
submitted a 500-word essay in response to the following question: 
“Describe a time when you or someone you know chose silence or 
inaction over speaking up in a difficult or uncomfortable situation. 
What was the harm in not doing or saying anything? What did 
you learn from that experience and how will that knowledge 
influence your actions in the future?” Lauren won $300 and had 
her essay published. She is the daughter of Christopher and Kristin 
Paulus of Montville Township.

TAYLOR HONORED AS 
OUTSTANDING TEACHER
Congratulations to Anna Taylor, Highland 
Middle School math teacher who has 
been selected as one of this year’s 
GCCTM Outstanding Classroom Teachers 
for Grades 6-8.  This year, the Greater 
Cleveland Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics received a record number of nominations and, after 
reviewing the many excellent applications, Anna was found to 
be truly OUTSTANDING! Anna has over 16 years’ experience 
as an educator and has been with the Highland Schools since 
2009. Anna is being recognized for her exemplary work and high 
standard for mathematics education. She continuously sets positive 
examples for her students, families and colleagues. She was 
recognized at GCCTM’s annual awards banquet on May 9.

IOCONA PARTICIPATING IN  
LETTERING PROGRAM
Congratulations to Highland Middle 
School 7th grader Angelina Iocona who 
is participating in the United States 
Equestrian Federation’s (USEF) Equestrian 
Athlete Lettering program. This program 
was developed to provide recognition 

for the accomplishments of young equestrians and encourage 
their future involvement in equestrian sport. USEF recognizes the 
dedication of equestrians preparing for competition through 
practice and training sessions as similar to other students 
in athletic programs and developed this program to honor 
individual achievements with a varsity letter in the student’s 
chosen sport, regardless of the availability of an equestrian 
team or club through their school. Participants in the program 
must be students in grades 5-12 who document at least 100 
hours of training and provide verification of participation in 
three equestrian competitions during the year. After completing 
these requirements, the student will receive a certificate 
commemorating their achievements, a varsity letterman patch 
and lapel pin for each year of participation. USEF is the 
National Governing Body for Equestrian Sports in the United 
States, sanctioned by the United States Olympic Committee 
pursuant to the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act. 
Angelina is the daughter of Dominic and Holley Iacona of 
Hinckley Township.

KOBAK IS NEWEST MEMBER  
OF PHI THETA KAPPA 
Congrats to Highland senior Nicole Kobak, 
who was recently named a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa (the honor society for two 
year colleges), and will graduate with 
2 Associates Degrees as she graduates 
from HHS! Nicole, who is in the College 

Credit Plus (CCP) program was also named the commencement 
speaker for Tri-C’s graduation this year on May 19. Nicole 
has maintained a 4.0 GPA at Tri-C during the two years of the 
CCP program. She is the daughter of Don and Jody Kobak of 
Granger Township. 
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Lyon, Schreiner are 2016 Pride Award Recipients
The Highland Local School District is pleased to announce the selection of the 2016 
Highland Pride Award winners: Granger Elementary 4th grade teacher Amy Lyon and 
community member and volunteer Melissa Schreiner. They were chosen by a committee 
based on nominations received and in recognition of the unwavering commitment, 
enthusiasm and generosity they have shown to the students and the community of 
Highland Schools over the years. They were recognized at the Highland Board of 
Education meeting on May 16 in the Highland High School Media Center. A reception 
followed for family and friends. 

Both ladies are Highland alums and life-long area residents. The contributions of these 
two individuals to Highland Schools and the community as a whole are extensive. They 
now join an elite group of individuals who have been presented with this honor. 

Amy and her husband Kevin have three children, Cody (2011) and Drew (2013), both 
Highland graduates, and Emily, currently a sophomore at Highland High School. They 
reside in Sharon Township.

Missy and her husband, Greg also reside in Sharon Township and have two daughters, 
Abigail, a junior, and Madalyn, a 7th grader.Missy, Superintendent Catherine Aukerman and Amy.

With a close-knit group of approximately 50 in attendance, Highland 
Schools Superintendent Catherine Aukerman hosted a ceremony on 
May 3 to dedicate and name Highland’s new tennis complex after two 
individuals who were long-time residents and avid supporters of the 
Highland Schools and the Highland community at-large, William and 
Ruth Kelly.
 
In August of 2014, Highland Schools broke ground and began 
construction on its new Highland Athletic Complex – a complex that 
would include a new stadium, track facilities, much needed additional 
parking and tennis courts. The entire project was a private-public 
partnership – where $3 million of the project was raised through 
corporate sponsorships, small business advertising, and individual and 
family donors. Specifically, the Kelly family was instrumental in helping 
to make the tennis complex a reality for students, the tennis team and 
the community. 

•  William Kelly was founder of Bil-Jac Foods and served 12  
 years on the Highland Board of Education, six of those as  
 president. 
•  He was also a founding trustee of The Highland Foundation.
•  Ruth graduated from Granger High School in 1936 – where her  
 mother also graduated. 
•  In total, the Kellys now have 5th generation Hornets attending  
 the Highland Schools. William and Ruth gave generously to the  
 Highland Schools over the years, including $100,000 to fund a
 Technology Lab at Highland Middle School in 2005 and two  
 annual scholarships to an outstanding male and female senior.

 
Their sons and their families, Bob and Becky Kelly; Ray and Julie 
Kelly; and Jim and Gail Kelly have continued to follow in their 
parents’ footsteps by supporting the Highland Schools through 
both service and financial support. Bob is a current member of the 
Highland Board of Education and Jim served for many years as a 
trustee for the Highland Foundation.

HIGHLAND TENNIS COURTS MEMORIALIZE WILLIAM AND RUTH KELLY

 
William was also an avid tennis player and was so pleased when 
his grandson, Ben Kelly, began to play tennis. Ben is a senior and a 
current member of the Highland Tennis Team.  
 
“As a school district, we are so happy that the Kelly family made the 
decision to honor William and Ruth Kelly with the exclusive naming 
rights of our tennis complex,” stated Superintendent Aukerman. “The 
Highland tennis courts will be permanently recognized from this day 
forward as the “William and Ruth Kelly Memorial Tennis Complex.”

Highland Superintendent Catherine Aukerman leads the dedication ceremony held 
on May 3. From left are Ray and Julie Kelly, Gail, Ben and Jim Kelly. Missing are 
Bob and Becky Kelly.
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Be sure to 
visit the 
District 

website and 
Facebook 
page for 

important 
updates and 
information.

SHARON STUDENTS PRESENT ‘LION KING’
Sharon Elementary students presented “The Lion King,” on April 28-30 at the school. The student body was treated 
to a sneak-peak performance on April 27. The production included a large cast, with over 85 students participating, 
including those helping with set design. Families and special friends enjoyed the performance immensely and students 
did an amazing job singing, dancing and acting out their lines. Special thanks to the parent volunteers for their hard 
work designing the costumes and all the pieces needed for the set. It truly was a monumental task for all those involved! 

Disability Awareness Day was held on April 29 at Hinckley Elementary School for students in grades 3-5. Led by 
Hinckley Intervention Specialist Kayla Coffman, the purpose of the event was to celebrate diversity and offer students 
insight into people who have disabilities. During the program, students took part in six different stations including vision 
impairment, physical impairment, Autism/communication impairment, hearing impairment, intellectual disability and 
learning disability. Students walked away with a better knowledge of people impacted by a disability.

Disability Awareness Day at Hinckley Elementary

Above: Madison Pawlak, Ellie Zuro, and Maria 
Bennett-Gandini.

At left, in front are Jackson Bird, Wesley Howell, 
Jordanne Oberhaus, Jacob Papuga and Cassidy 
Cook. Middle row: Paige Easterly, Kourtney Carr 
and Lily Kehres.In back: Hannah Tramonte and Talia 
Headrick.

4th grader Matthew Fillinger at 
the station to learn about visual 
impairment with parent volunteer 
Dawn Shearer.

4th grader Ava Ulatowski  
learns about physical disabilities.

4th grader Sydney Smith learns 
about some of  the challenges 
that people with autism face 
on a daily basis. 4th grader Kenny Edwards 

works to understand physical 
limitations that some face.
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CHALLENGE RAISES $13K
The Granger Elementary PTO held its 6th Annual Walk-a-thon on 
Friday, May 6 at the former Highland Stadium! The purpose of 
the walk-a-thon is to raise funds to help support PTO-sponsored 
programs and events. In the last four years, the event has 
raised over $47,000 and has helped to support projects such 
as Granger Science Olympiad Team, COSI, Santa Breakfast, 
Granger Talent Show, Holiday Gift Shop and so much more. This 
year, the event brought in over $13,000! Thank you to everyone 
who made a donation and also to all the volunteers and staff 
members who helped to organize this wonderful event for 
students!  

Pictured with Granger Principal LeAnn Gausman are Alayna 
Tessena, Megan Scavuzzo, Ben Khalil and Christian Durny who are 
students in Miss Lauren Lawson’s class. The trophy was awarded to 
the classroom that raised the most amount of  money.  
(Photo by Tara Ringgenberg)

Green Team Revived at Highland Middle School
Welcome back to the Highland 
Middle School Green Team! Due to a 
change in Medina County’s trash and 
recycling processes in January 2016, 
the HMS Green Team was revived 
in response to a group of students 
who were interested in learning more 
about local contamination issues and 
how they can contribute in the clean-
up process. 

The county currently has over 100 
bins, placed in 54 locations around 
the community, and are encouraging 
citizens to recycle products before 
getting mixed in with the trash. 
Community members are finding it 
easy to drop off unsorted, uncleaned 
recyclable goods including plastic 
bottles, metals, cartons, paper and 
cardboard, and glass. 

But for some HMS students, that 
simply is not enough. The team, 
consisting of 18 members, is now 
blazing their own trail and have 
placed recycle bins around the 
school in an effort to recycle 
classroom paper, cardboard, and 
plastic bottles. So far this school  
year they have collected and 
disposed of approximately 9,928 
pounds of recyclable products 
and are anticipated to reach over 
11,000 pounds by the end of the 
school year!
 

HMS teacher Jenny Brothers, who 
helped to facilitate the reincarnation 
of the Green Team, said it has 
been a great experience for 
everyone involved. “The students are 
consistently taking responsibility for 
the bins placed around the school and 
encouraging classmates to recycle and 
become more aware of environmental 
issues,” she said. “We have a diverse 
group of students who participate 

and it’s really nice to see them come 
together for a beneficial cause.” 

Brothers noted that Green Team 
members, in addition to other students 
at the HMS, have also been invited 
to attend various community service 
events throughout the year involving the 
cleanup of waterways. The intent is to 
observe the severity of the problem, 
take action to protect local ecosystems, 
and spread the word.

Pictured in front from left are Green Team members 
JJ Bazon, Matthew Moore, Kailey Malony, Sam 
Axlund, Claire Nehrenz, Mikayla Shirk and Maddie 
Mahnen. In back are Avery Gerney, Cal Antonius, 
Alexandria Schimpf, Lauren Fox, Angela Wittar, Liz 
Soldat, Victoria Farrel and Jenny Brothers.



HHS Again Recognized Among Top Schools
We are pleased to announce that Highland High School has again been named one of America’s Top High Schools 

2016 by U.S. News & World Report and was awarded a Silver Medal. The rankings include data on more than 

21,000 public high schools in 50 states and the District of Columbia. Schools were awarded gold, silver or bronze 

medals based on their performance on state assessments, their graduation rates and how well they prepare students 

for college. Highland High School is ranked 48th among Ohio schools and 1,212 nationally.  A four-step process 

determined the Best High Schools. The first three steps ensured that the schools serve all of their students well, 

using their performance on the math and reading parts of their state proficiency tests and graduation rates as the 

benchmarks. For those schools that made it past the first three steps, a fourth step assessed the degree to which 

schools prepare students for college-level work. Highland High School boasts a graduation rate of 98% and a 

college readiness score of 39.0. 

Auditor of State  
Award with Distinction
 
On February 22, Auditor of State Dave 
Yost presented Highland with the “Auditor 
of the State Award with Distinction.” Thanks 
to our excellent record keeping, Highland 
has earned this honor each year since the 
award’s inception in 2011. Entities that 
receive the award meet several criteria 
necessary for a “clean” audit report. Pictured 
with Mr. Yost are Neil Barnes, Highland 
Treasurer and Catherine Aukerman, Highland 
Superintendent. 

St. Baldrick’s Event Raises $17k for Research
The 2nd Annual St. Baldrick’s Foundation was held April 15 at Highland High School and was managed and produced 
by the Junior Class Officers including Kelly Meaden, Elliot Bate, Ben Schroth and Christopher Wright. The goal was 
to raise $10,000, but they surpassed that by raising nearly $17,000! The St. Baldrick’s Foundation raises money for 
childhood cancer research primarily through head-shaving events. 48 HHS volunteers, sponsored by family, friends 
and employers, shaved their heads in solidarity with children who typically lose their hair during cancer treatment. 
Guests of honor at the event were 15-year-old Tom Pettry of Olmsted Falls and 7-year-old James Meyer of Akron. A 
special thanks is extended to Ms. Molly Pellerite, HHS guidance counselor, who also helped with the event!

Ethan GerdingLucy PalladinoMitchell Hutchings Tom Pettry & James Meyer
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JAFFAL AWARDED 
$1K SCHOLARSHIP 
Congratulations to 
Highland senior Yasmeen 
Jaffal (pictured at right), 
who was awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship by 
The Educational Service 
Center of Medina County 
and the Medina County 
Art League. Yasmeen’s 
artwork was featured 
in this year’s Senior Art 
Show, which recently opened its doors to over 
200 works of art by 50 local high school 
students. The Medina County Art League 
presented the 2016 scholarships to seniors 
continuing their art educations at college at the 
awards reception on March 28. Yasmeen plans 
to attend the Cleveland Institute of Art.  
 
Also recognized during the show were Sarah 
Welton, who took 1st place in the non-
scholarship winner category and awarded a 
$50 gift card; Hannah Bazemore, who won 
2nd place in the individual entry category and 
was awarded a $35 gift card; and Maddie 
Wicks, 3rd place, who was given a $20 gift 
card.

Staff  to Present at Conference
Congratulations to Hinckley Elementary School Principal Craig 
Caroff and Hinckley 2nd grade teacher Ashley Schroeder who 
have been invited to present at an education conference on 
August 5 at the Blair County Convention Center in Altoona, PA. The 
conference, which features America’s educator, Ron Clark, is hosted 
by the Penn State Altoona Campus. Caroff and Schroeder will 
discuss how they worked to transform their school’s culture and will 
walk attendees through the process used at Hinckley Elementary 
School. The two educators will share how they turned their school’s 
culture into a productive and professional learning environment for 
staff and students. Attendees will see and hear about the new buzz 
at Hinckley and will find out how to transform their own school’s 
culture. To learn more about the conference or to register as a 
fellow educator, please visit www.altoona.psu.edu/edconference.
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HMS Robotics Team Advances 
to World Championship!
A team of students from Highland Middle School has been 
competing in a robotics competition, Robofest, over the past 
several weeks. The Legit Robotics teammates include Lilia Colbrunn, 
Lily Miller, Gabe Colbrunn and Collin Spittle. Coached by Robb 
Colbrunn, the team competed in the junior exhibition category 
where they have the freedom to build any intelligent, autonomous, 
interactive robot project. The Legit Robotics built a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich making robot to be used by individuals who 
have disabilities. Using technologies including Lego NXT, Raspberry 
Pi, and Makey Makey, the team programmed a system that 
allows you to order your sandwich, built a robot that will make 
the sandwich, and built an additional robot that will deliver the 
sandwich. The team placed first in the initial USA Video Qualifier 
competition, then placed first in the subsequent USA Screen for 
Championship competition. They travelled to Michigan on May 14 
to compete in the World Championship! 

Pictured from left are Lilly Miller (8th grade), Collin Spittle (7th 
grade), Gabe Colbrun (6th grade) nd Lilia Colbrunn (8th grade).

FIREFIGHTER OFFERS 
LESSON ON SAFETY
Granger Township Firefighter Jim Monter made 
a special visit to the Granger Elementary 
preschool class on April 19, to talk about fire 
safety. Students learned some basic rules and 
guidelines, including how to stay low to the 
ground if smoke is around, how to call 911 in 
the event of an emergency and the dangers of 
playing with matches and lighters. 



HIGHLAND ATHLETIC NEWS

KELLY TO PLAY TENNIS AT KUTZTOWN
Highland High School senior BEN KELLY has committed to attend and play 
tennis for Kutztown University in Pennsylvania this fall. He received an 
academic/athletic scholarship to the Division II university, where he plans 
to study computer science/information technology.  A four-year letterman 
in tennis, Ben received a nod for Honorable Mention All-Suburban 
League as a freshman, was named 2nd Team All-Suburban League as 
a sophomore and 1st Team as a junior. He was also named 1st Team 
All-County. He is a four-year Scholar Athlete and is a member of the 
Robotics Club, Marching Band and Concert Band. He is the son of Jim and 
Gail Kelly of Granger Township. Pictured with Ben are his parents and his 
sister, Elizabeth, a 2002 Highland graduate. 

RINARD COMMITS TO HEIDELBERG
Highland High School senior HUNTER RINARD has committed to attend 
and play football for Heidelberg University this fall. He received an 
academic scholarship to the Division III university, where he plans to study 
accounting.  A four-year letterman in both baseball and football, Hunter 
was named AP Northeast Inland All-District Team Honorable Mention, All-
Gazette Offensive Lineman and 1st Team American Division All-Suburban 
League. He has been recognized as a four-year Scholar Athlete and is 
a member of the National Honor Society. He is the son of Lisa and Greg 
Rinard of Granger Township. Pictured with Hunter are his parents and his 
sister, Abbigail, a 2014 Highland graduate.

RINARD FAMILY

KELLY FAMILY
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Congratulations to the Highland Girls Softball Team who finished 
with an overall record of 13-8 and claims the Suburban League 
Championship with record of 11-1. This is the first league 
championship won by the softball team in 40 years, the last time 
being 1976 (Inland conference). Highland standouts included pitcher 
Brittany Fleischer, who posted a 10-1 league record with a 0.530 
ERA and 88 strikeouts in 66.0 league innings pitched. Brittany had 
an overall record of 12-3 with a 1.08 ERA and 115 strikeouts in 
90.2 innings pitched. Hanna Griffin led the team in batting average 
at .409, 5 home runs, 18 RBIs and 8 stolen bases. Six of the 12 
varsity players hit at least .300 or better including Griffin, Morgan 
Belsole, Fleischer, Sam Kainec, Abby Dean and Sam Catron. 
 
The team was also placed in the Top 5 of the Ohio High School 
Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association Team Academic Recognition 
Competition. The rating is based on the entire team’s current GPA 
for the first semester of the year and the requirement was that 
every student-athlete who earned a varsity letter be included in the 
team GPA. Two categories (based on weighted and non-weighted 
grading scales) honored the top 10 (top 5 from each) schools in the 
state. The Highland Softball earned the 4th best team GPA in the 
weighted category, holding a team GPA of 3.999. The list can be 
found on the home webpage of the Coaches Association at www.
ohsfsca.org. Congratulations again to head coach Patrick Martin 
and the entire team!

Pictured in front from left are Elizabeth Van Gelder, Sam Catron, Brittany Fleischer, 
Brittney Crandall, Morgan Belsole. Middle row includes Natalie Sewell, Alexandria 
Chorba, Alexandra Pasco, Abigail Dean. In back are Asst. Coach Zach Gresch, 
Hanna Griffin, Sam Kainec, Jayda Vorndran, Head Coach Patrick Martin.

TEAM CLAIMS FIRST SL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 40 YEARS!
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HigHland Foundation
THE

Violinist offers 
students alternative 
look into techniques
Electric violinist and recording artist Joe 
Deninzon, presented a two-day workshop 
on rock stylings and improvisation with 
Highland Middle School and Highland 
High School orchestra students on May 3-4. 
Students had the opportunity to play music 
with Deninzon, who is the music world’s 
expert on alternative violin techniques. 
Deninzon also led students in a special 
concert on May 4, which featured some of 
his original songs, as well as arrangements 
of popular songs from composers 
including Jimi Hendrix, John Lennon/Paul 
McCartney, Peter Gabriel, Kurt Cobain 
and Muse’s Matthew Bellamy. A musician 
who transcends many genres, Deninzon has 
recorded and performed with a variety of 
artists including Bruce Springsteen, Sheryl 
Crow, Everclear and more. This program 
was funded by The Highland Foundation.

The Highland Alumni Committee, 
in cooperation with The Highland 
Foundation, is excited to announce 
the formation of the Highland Alumni 
Hall of Fame. The inaugural induction 
ceremony will be held this coming Fall 
2016. 

The Alumni Committee is in the process 
of accepting nominations for the 
inaugural class. The purpose of the 

Highland Alumni Hall of Fame is to honor Highland graduates who 
have distinguished themselves. Nominations are submitted through the 
Highland Alumni Committee for consideration by the Highland Alumni 
Hall of Fame Selection Committee for induction. Selection is completed 
by a majority vote of the Highland Alumni Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee, comprised of the following:

1. Community member 
2. Administrator or current teacher 
3. Support staff member
4. High school PTO member
5. Retired teacher
6. Current student council officer

 
The Highland Alumni Hall of Fame Selection Committee shall consider 
various criteria including:
1. The nominee as a role model for current Highland students
2. Nominee’s accomplishments that set the nominee apart and/or 

nominee has proven great leadership at the local, state, national 

and or international level through nominee’s chosen careers or 
vocations

3. Nominee’s notable contributions to the Highland schools and/or 
society through nominee’s work or donation of time

4. Nominees should represent excellence in many areas of endeavor. 

The following is not an all-inclusive list, but is aimed to demonstrate 
the many areas of accomplishment for which an alumnus could be 
considered for induction in the Highland Alumni Hall of Fame. 

 Research         Politics
 Health         Care Business
 Distinguished Military Service       Career Education
 Community Service        Entrepreneurship
 Humanitarianism        Athletics
 Cultural/Performing Arts       Leadership
 Scientific Accomplishment/Discovery      Social Sciences

The Highland Alumni Hall of Fame Selection Committee shall carefully 
consider all nominations. Supporting information and documentation 
are important. 

The committee asked that nominations be returned by June 1, 2016, to 
Attn: Alumni Hall of Fame, Highland Board of Education Office, 3880 
Ridge Road, Medina, OH 44256. Questions should be directed to 
Rebecca Smith at rsmith@highlandfoundation.org.
Nominations can be found under the “Alumni” tab at  
www.highlandschools.org. 

NOMINATIONS NOW ACCEPTED FOR ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

Joe Deninzon at the close of  a workshop held May 3 with  
Highland Middle School orchestra students

8th grader Amy Hall during the Joe 
Deninzon workshop held at Highland 
Middle School.
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